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Future Group, NIIT to team up with NSDC ™=

WRITANKAR MUHHERJEE
KOLKATA
In a big push to vocational train-
ingin India, Future Groupand MNI-
[T are planning to partner with the
Maticnal Skill Development Cor-
poration (WNSDC), looking to train
Tmillicn people eachover 10 vears,
NSO is a not-for-profit compa-
ny set up by the Union finance
ministry to undertake skill de-
velopment for S00million people
Ty 2022,
While Future Group is planning

toenter into a joint venture with
MNEDC with 7a% equity, NIIT is
looking at funding assistance of
arcund Rs Al eroretostart a [Two-
caticnal training initiative to re-
ach outtosemiskilled people. ase-
nior  NSDC  official =aid,
requesting anonyimity

Both the partnerships are curren-
Iy undergoingdusdiligence and will
be soon placed before the NSDC
board for approval. While Future

Group and MHT confirmed their

interest in  parinering with
NEDC without sharing details,

an NSDC spokesman said: “We
don’t wishtocommenton specif-
ic deals till the arrangements
are approved by our board.”

India’s largest retailer Future
Group plans to ==t up a chain of
3000 training centres as partof its
JW with NSDC. The propossd JV
willbeinkedby the group's educa-
ticn arm, Future Learning. It is
lookingat thisventureboth fortal-
ent backwand integration andere
atingskilledmanpowern

“We are specifically looking at
areas where we can contribute

with our expertise such as retail,
fiedl and cold chain, fashion and
clothing, furniture and furnish-
ing, financial services, tourism
and hospitality, and fransporta-
tion and logistics,” Fuiure Group
HR head Sanjay Jogtold ET.

An NIIT spoliesman said: “We
have a number of discussions go-
ingonwith NSDC for possible en-
gagements  including  helping
them with their I'T & learning in-
frastructure. Thess areat prelimi-
nary stages and therefore itwillbe
oo premature tocamiment now:”



